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FAROKONVENTIONEN

EUROPA 2005 

– everyone’s right to 

cultural heritage

“…cultural heritage is a group of 

resources inherited from the past 

which people identify, 

independently of ownership, as a 

reflection and expression of their 

constantly evolving values, beliefs, 

UNESCO 

– Intangible cultural heritage

Definition: 

practices, representations, expressions, 

knowledge and skills

• Oral traditions

• Performing arts

• Social practices,
constantly evolving values, beliefs, 

knowledge and traditions. It 

includes all aspects of the 

environment resulting from the 

interaction between people and 

places through time;”

• Social practices,

• traditional legal systems;

• traditional games;

• kinship and ritual kinship ceremonies;

• settlement patterns;

• Traditional craftsmanship etc



Västra Götaland

49 municipalities,  

34,3 square miles

Inhabitants 1,6 

millions 

in Göteborg over ½ 

million

Cultural Heritage listed: 247 objects . Many are 

fortifications like Bohus, Carlsten and Karlsborg



Swedish National Commission for UNESCO

Agenda 2030

In late September 2015, the UN General 

Assembly decided on the new global goals for 

sustainable development, known as Agenda 

2030. The new agenda has 17 goals ranging 

from education to sustainable cities. 

Among other aims:

•Preservation of heritage and culture and sustainable development are 

important themes.

•Convention on the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural 

expressions 

•Affirming that cultural diversity is a defining characteristic of humanity,



Västra Götaland (&Göteborg)  

- Regional Culture Plan 2016-2019

Issues concerning intangible cultural heritage:

• Prisma a digital platform for industrial history in Västra 
Götaland, with focus on children and youth

• ”Hantverkslaboratoriet” the arts and Crafts laboratory as a 
national centrum for crafts and intangible heritage

• Planing strategies for climate changes and the impact on 
cultural heritage



Traditionally listed 

• Middle class housings in 
urban environments, 

• Castles and mansions, 

• Trade (eg. banks and trading 
stalls), 

• Judiciary (eg. courthouses 
and City Hall) and staff 
residences (eg. parsonages). 

Traditionally listed 

monuments in 

Västra Götaland

A recently started process for modern heritage 

could result in so much as hundreds of new 

monuments in the region (20th century 

architecture) 



Gothenburg 1636

State of art 

Göteborg, Västra Götaland 

Gothenburg  2016



Swedish (Christian) traditions



Intangible heritage as a 

tradition:

• ODD Fellow since 1884, for 

humanitarian charity - privileged

membership

• 1 May – ”the flower of May” 

Majblomman 1907 for children in need

– open for all



• Language – Göteborgska 150 years…

• Music as a social movement – Progg 1968-77

• Carnival in Hammarkullen 1974-2016…

• Kommersen - a flea market in a former 

Intangible heritage as cultural identity:

• Kommersen - a flea market in a former 

magazine/storehouse 1900-2016…



Göteborgska 

150 years – of Industrial society and evolving



Progg- a music movement

1968-1977



Kommersen

- a flea market



Hammarkullen carnival –

not indigenous, but

popular





BURRA 

CHARTER

AUSTRALIA 

2013

The Charter can be applied to 

all types of places of cultural

significance including natural, 

Indigenous and historic 

places with cultural values.




